Although wounds possessing some of the leading characteristics of those inflicted by bodies projected by gunpowder, may result from objects driven by any sudden expansive force of sufficient power, there are distinctive features, plain and unmistakeable, in the wounds caused by the metallic projectiles used in war, which have been recognised from the time of the introduction of fire-arms,and which have marked out gunshot wounds, as a subject of special interest for the military surgeon. The, increased educational requirements of modern times also point them out as an indispensable subject of additional study to the student who proposes to qualify himself for the military branch of the public service. Injuries from pieces of stone set free in the process of blasting rocks, or by the accidental flying asunder of a faulty mill-wheel, will not present features materially different from the contused and lacerated wounds caused by fragments struck from a parapet or an exploded mine. The fragments of metallic vessels burst asunder by the In selecting a few heads under which to group the different diseases of even one species, the author has been guided by the very decided peculiarities which certain forms present, or by the marked difference in the treatment they require. This mode of arrangement of the subject is useful to the practitioner, and convenient for reference. As a matter of history, he refers to the severe antiphlogistic treatment once practised in London in diseases considered to be inflammatoiy, and recommended by writers of acknowledged authority, early in the day when the knowledge of diseases of the eye first began to be cultivated as a branch of professional study in England. When the fact once became recognised by the profession that the severest form of purulent inflammation of the conjunctiva could be of local and not of constitutional origin, the treatment became simplified, and the local application of astringents at once superseded the bleedings, the mercurials, the counter-irritants, and the thin dieting, under which success had scarcely ever been attained. This " contra-stimulating" system of treatment in other forms of disease, and preparatory and subsequent to operations, and the theories which gave countenance to the practice, did not so rapidly lose favour. Indeed, Mr On a careful perusal, we think the reader will see how much Mr. Dixon has simplified a complicated branch of surgical science. He will find the treatise to be the production of a surgeon of extensive experience, and of great practical acquaintance with the subject on which he writes; and although Mr. Dixon does not profess to include all forms and varieties of diseases and injuries of the organ of sight, we do not think the reader will find that much of importance has been omitted.
We cannot say that we know any work of similar size which the practitioner or student may peruse with greater pleasure, or one which in so small a compass conveys so much practical information.
